vsx United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark OfPice 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/720.943 


1 1/24/2003 


John Reformato 


03-1015 


5266 



7590 



01/14/2008 



25537 

VERIZON 

PATENT MANAGEMENT GROUP 
1515 N. COURTHOUSE ROAD 
SUITE 500 

ARLINGTON, V A 22201-2909 



EXAMINER 



ADDY, THJUAN KNOWLIN 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2614 



NOTIFICATION DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



01/14/2008 ELECTRONIC 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 

Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the 
following e-mail address(es): 

patents@verizon.com 



PTOL.90A (Rev. 04/07) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/720,943 


Applicant(s) 

REFORMATO ET AL. 


py^iiTiinckr 

E^AClllllMI?! 

Thjuan K. Addy 


Art Unit 
2614 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's amendment filed on October 25, 2007 has been entered. Claims 1- 
1 1 and 13-17 have been amended. No claims have been cancelled. No claims have 
been added. Claims 1-18 are still pending in this application, with claims 1, 7, and 13 
being independent. 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/25/2007 has been entered. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Malik (US 6,324,269), in view of Lee (US Patent Application, Pub. No.: US 
2004/0247088 A1). 

4. In regards to claims 1, 6, 7, 12, 13, and 18, Malik discloses a method and system 
for establishing a call from a first device (See Fig. 2 and calling party/subscriber office 
telephone 204a) to a second device (See Fig. 2 and called party's telephone 204b) 
comprising: receiving a call placed by a user (e.g., subscriber) from the first device; 
receiving from the first device second information (e.g. special ALDB service access 
number, subscriber's home number, and password, [which are requested by SCN 56]) 
for associating the user with a third device (See Fig. 2 and home telephone 264c) (See 
col. 6 lines 55-66); transferring the call to a first switch (See Fig. 2 and service switching 
point (SSP) 220c) associated with the third device; forwarding the call from the first 
switch to a second switch (See Fig. 2 and SSP 220b) using the first information, the 
second switch being associated with the second device; and completing the call from 
the second switch to the second device (See col. 1 lines 57-66 and col. 6 lines 35-54). 
Malik, however, does not disclose receiving from the first device speech information 
voiced by the user; and deriving first information regarding the second device using the 



Application/Control Number: Page 4 

10/720,943 

Art Unit: 2614 

speech information. Lee, however, does disclose receiving from the first device (See 
Fig. 1 and calling phone 11) speech infomiation voiced by the user; and deriving first 
information (e.g., called phone number and/or called name) regarding the second 
device (See Fig. 1 and called phone 21) using the speech infomiation (See Abstract; 
pg. 1, paragraph [0007]; and pg. 2, paragraph [0018] - [0020]). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate these features within the method, as a way of providing an automatic voice 
call connection service method which construct a personal phone book with personal 
information files related to a calling telephone number, a name text, a speaker 
verification feature, a speaker-dependent voice recognition name feature and a called 
phone number corresponding to a name by using a telephone so that a user may 
conveniently make a phone call to the called phone number registered in the personal 
phone book with a voice at any place and at any time by using a voice recognition 
technology through an intelligent network, a packet network and a PSTN. 

5. In regards to claims 2, 8, and 14, Malik discloses the method and system, further 
comprising: sending a prompt to the first device such that the first device provides the 
user with audible instructions (See col. 2 lines 54-64, col. 3 lines 3-1 1 , and col. 9 lines 
26-34). 

6. In regards to claims 3 and 15, Malik discloses all of claims 3 and 15 limitations, 
except the method and system, wherein deriving first information comprises: deriving 
contact information regarding a contact stored in a user's address book from the speech 
information; and retrieving the first information from the address book using the contact 
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information. Lee, however, does disclose wherein deriving first information comprises: 
deriving contact information regarding a contact stored In a user's address book (See 
Fig. 1 and personal phone book DB 41) from the speech information; and retrieving the 
first information from the address book using the contact infomiation (See Abstract; pg. 
1 , paragraph [0007]; and pg. 2, paragraph [001 8] - [0020]). 

7. In regards to claims 4 and 16, Malik discloses all of claims 4 and 16 limitations, 
except the method and system, wherein deriving first information comprises: deriving a 
command to search an address book for a contact from the speech information; 
receiving search criteria from the user; retrieving contact information from the address 
book using the search criteria; sending to the first device the retrieved contact 
information; receiving from the first device selection information specifying at least one 
contact; and deriving the first information using the selection information. Lee, however, 
does disclose wherein deriving first information comprises: deriving a command to 
search an address book for a contact from the speech information; receiving search 
criteria from the user; retrieving contact information from the address book (See Fig. 1 
and personal phone book DB 41) using the search criteria; sending to the first device 
the retrieved contact infomiation; receiving from the first device selection information 
specifying at least one contact; and deriving the first information using the selection 
information (See Abstract; pg. 1, paragraph [0007]; and pg. 2, paragraph [0018] - 
[0020]). 

8. In regards to claims 5, 1 1 , and 17, Malik discloses all of claims 5, 1 1 , and 17 
limitations, except the method and system, wherein receiving search criteria comprises 
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receiving speech infomiation from the user. Lee, however, does disclose wherein 
receiving search criteria (e.g., called name) comprises receiving speech information 
from the user (See pg. 2, paragraph [0018] - [0020]). 

9. In regards to claims 9 and 10, Malik discloses the system, further comprising a 
storage device (i.e., SCP database) storing an address book (i.e., destination list) for 
the user; and a second set of one or more processors for accessing the address book; 
and wherein the second set of processors, in response to the query, is capable of 
retrieving from the address book first information (See col. 2 lines 48-64 and col. 9 lines 
35-58). Malik, however, does not disclose wherein the first set of processors is capable 
of recognizing a contact stored in the user's address book from the speech information 
and sending a query to the second set of processors regarding the contact. Lee, 
however, does disclose wherein the first set of processors Is capable of recognizing a 
contact stored in the user's address book (See Fig. 1 and personal phone book DB 41) 
from the speech information and sending a query to the second set of processors 
regarding the contact (See Abstract; pg. 1, paragraph [0007]; and pg. 2, paragraph 
[0018] -[0020]). 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-1 8 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Application/Control Number: Page 7 

10/720,943 

Art Unit: 2614 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Haavisto et al. (US 5,864,603) teach a method and apparatus 
for controlling a telephone with voice commands. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thjuan K. Addy whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7486. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00pm. 

1 3. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on (571) 272-7488. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

14. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomriation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 



Thjuan K. Addy 
Patent Examiner 
AU 2614 




